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Agritourism & Nature Tourism Workshops, Tours & Classes Coming to Fresno & Tulare Counties

Yosemite/Sequoia Resource Conservation & Development Council, the University of California Cooperative Extension Fresno County, and the UC Small Farm Program are teaming up to offer a smorgasbord of agritourism education for farmers and ranchers in Fresno and Tulare counties.

“Many small-scale grape, berry and tree-fruit growers are considering tourism activities and selling products directly to visitors as ways to increase profit and connect with their customers. Our workshops will give producers the contacts and tools to start or expand their agritourism enterprises,” said Richard Molinar, UC Cooperative Extension farm advisor for Fresno County.

Participants will learn about the variety of potential businesses, including wineries, farm stands, U-Pick operations, event hosting, ranch vacations, pumpkin patches, corn mazes and outdoor recreation. Attendees can expect to hear from experienced agritourism operators, as well as experts in business planning, risk management, regulatory compliance and marketing, and will receive individual guidance in planning, starting or growing their own agritourism or nature tourism businesses. 

Fresno and Tulare region farmers and ranchers are encouraged to sign up for any or all of these offerings. Others involved in outdoor recreation are also invited to the November 10 workshop:

· Nov. 10: Free, Full-day Workshop in Tulare County
“Growing your Ag/Nature Tourism Business,” will be offered by Yosemite/Sequoia RC&D and partners, and available to residents of both Fresno & Tulare counties. The event will include experienced presenters and panelists who have found success in the realm of Agriculture and NatureTourism. Funded by Sierra Nevada Conservancy, the workshop will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Tulare County Board of Supervisors Chambers, 2800 W. Burrel Avenue, in Visalia. Participants will then have access to free, one-on-one business counseling services through the Central Valley Business Incubator. For more information, visit facebook.com/agtourworkshops2011, or to register, call Geno at (559) 877-8663.

· Nov. 17: Free Tour of Fresno County Agritourism Operations
Organized by Yosemite/Sequoia RC&D. To learn more or to register, call Geno at (559) 877-8663.
· TBA: Free Tour of Tulare County Agritourism Operations
Organized by Yosemite/Sequoia RC&D. To learn more or to register, call Geno at (559) 877-8663.
· Dec. 8,  Jan. 25,  and March 14: Hands-On Training in Fresno County
Assess your farm or ranch for agritourism potential; start work on your own business, risk management and marketing plans; and connect with an experienced mentor at a three-session class offered by the UC Small Farm Program and UC Cooperative Extension Fresno County. Each of the classes will be 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Location: Fresno County Farm Bureau, 1274 West Hodges Avenue, Fresno 93728. Registration for the entire series is $25 and is available online at: http://ucanr.org/agtour.fresno.11 or call Penny (530) 752-7779. Funding for this project was provided by the Washington State University Western Center for Risk Management Education, the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA)
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